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Guardianship Policy and Agreement 
 

Milton Abbey School welcomes students from the UK and around the world. Our international 
community enriches School life by fostering independence, cultural understanding, and strong friendships. 
We also recognise that living and studying far from home can present emotional, practical, and cultural 
challenges. Our pastoral system ensures that all students — including Child Student Visa pupils and those 
whose parents live overseas — are well supported as they settle into School life. 
 
When considering suitable guardianship arrangements Milton Abbey School must comply with: 

• UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) Child Student Sponsor Guidance - Student Sponsor Guidance 
Document 2: Sponsorship Duties 

• the School’s own safeguarding procedures - Safeguarding at Milton Abbey | Independent School in 
Dorset 

• the Children Act (1989) and other relevant legislation - Children Act 1989 
 

The School is required to take reasonable steps to verify the safety and suitability of guardians for all 
students living in the UK without a parent. 
 
Parents who do not reside in the UK must ensure that appropriate care arrangements are in place for 
their child when they cannot be accommodated at School.  
 
The School operates a single, consistent approach to guardianship for all pupils, regardless of visa 
category. While UK immigration requirements set by UK Visas and Immigration may differ for Child 
Student visa holders, the School applies the same overarching standards in all cases to ensure clarity, 
safeguarding, and compliance. Accordingly, all pupils must have appropriate care arrangements in place, 
supported by documented parental consent and clearly identified responsible adults for both term time 
and out-of-term periods. Where specific immigration rules apply, additional documentation may be 
required for Child Student visa holders, and these requirements will be met alongside the School’s 
standard guardianship procedures. 
 
It is the primary responsibility of the parent/s to appoint a Guardian Agency/ Nominated Guardian and 
the selection of the appropriate person or organisation rests with the parent/s. Milton Abbey School do 
not recommend any specific agency or individual. Parent/s must fully satisfy themselves as to the suitability 
of their chosen guardian. A list of accredited Guardianship organisations can be found at www.aegisuk.net. 
 
Parent/s who appoint a family member or friend to be their child’s guardian must ensure that the 
Nominated Guardian is fully aware of their responsibilities. All Nominated Guardians must be able to fulfil 
the School’s detailed list of requirements as stated in this document.  
 
Nominated Guardians and all people within their household must not have any criminal convictions. We 
recommend that parents use an accredited Guardianship Agency or seek a Disclosure and Barring Check 
on their chosen Nominated Guardian. 
 

Guardianship Policy 
 
 
This policy applies to two groups: 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69ce5bf2d6a236570a263dac/Student_Sponsor_Guidance_Doc_2_Version_04_2026.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69ce5bf2d6a236570a263dac/Student_Sponsor_Guidance_Doc_2_Version_04_2026.pdf
https://miltonabbey.co.uk/news-and-information/safeguarding/
https://miltonabbey.co.uk/news-and-information/safeguarding/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
http://www.aegisuk.net/
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Child Student Visa Holders 
 
Students studying at Milton Abbey on a Child Student Visa must comply with the requirements of UK 
Visas and Immigration (UKVI) and the School’s sponsorship and safeguarding obligations, including: 
 

• Appointing a Nominated Guardian who meets the School’s eligibility and safeguarding criteria 
• Living in one of the permitted living arrangements under the UKVI Child Student route 
• Providing a UKVI-compliant Letter of Undertaking 
• Allowing the School to undertake appropriate checks to confirm guardian suitability for 

safeguarding purposes 
These requirements support the School’s duties as a licensed Student Sponsor and ensure appropriate 
welfare arrangements are in place outside of term time. 
 
Pupils whose parents are not usually resident in the UK 
 
This group includes but is not limited to: 
 

• British citizens living overseas or where parents are frequently non-resident in the UK 
• Students with immigration status that does not require Child Student visa sponsorship 
• Dual-national students residing outside the UK 
• Short-term exchange or visiting students admitted under a Standard Visitor visa (where 

applicable) 
 
Although these pupils are not subject to UKVI Child Student visa sponsorship requirements, Milton 
Abbey requires appropriate safeguarding arrangements, including: 
 

• The appointment of a UK-based guardian or responsible adult 
• Compliance with the School’s safeguarding, communication, and welfare expectations 

 
The responsibilities of guardians or responsible adults are set out in the Role and Responsibilities section 
of this policy. 
 

Guardianship Requirements 
 

Requirements to become a Nominated Guardian  
 
Milton Abbey requires parents to appoint a Nominated Guardian who meets the School’s safeguarding 
and welfare requirements in addition to any applicable UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) requirements. 
 
The Nominated Guardian must: 
 

• Be a British citizen or hold Settled Status in the UK 
• Have a permanent UK residential address 
• Be able to travel to The School within a reasonable time in an emergency 
• Be 25 years of age or older 
• Be willing and able to complete a UKVI-compliant Letter of Undertaking confirming care and 

accommodation arrangements 
• Undergo relevant criminal record checks (e.g. DBS/PVG) where required 
• Be willing to participate in School safeguarding checks, including assessment of accommodation 

suitability 
• Meets the criteria for one of the six permitted UKVI living arrangements.* 
• Meet the requirements of one of the permitted living arrangements under the UKVI Child 

Student route 
• Be available to respond to emergencies and provide care outside School hours, including 

weekends, exeats, and holidays 
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• Be readily contactable and able to act in emergencies when parents are not available 
Provide a safe and suitable environment for the pupil during exeats, illness, disciplinary suspension, 
and holidays 

• Maintain clear and timely communication with the School, including 
Housemasters/Housemistresses 
 

For students who require a visa to study at Milton Abbey, the School will verify these arrangements prior 
to assigning a Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) and may review them periodically during the 
student’s enrolment. 
 
 

 Types of Nominated Guardians and Required Documentation 
(Child Student Visa Pupils Only) 
 

The UKVI permits several categories of Nominated Guardians for Child Student Visa pupils. 
Each guardian type requires different evidence to meet UKVI safeguarding and 
sponsor-licence compliance requirements. 

1. Parent or Legal Guardian Living in the UK 

Parents may act as the child’s carer if they have appropriate UK immigration permission 
Required documentation: 

• Evidence of the parent’s lawful UK immigration status 
• Proof of the parent’s UK residential address 
• Confirmation that the accommodation is private and not arranged on a commercial basis 
• Full contact details for the parent(s), including UK address, telephone number, and email address 
• A copy of the child’s passport identification page 

2. Close Relative (e.g., grandparent, aunt/uncle, adult sibling) 

A close relative may act as guardian only if they are a British citizen or hold Settled 
Status, this could be through holding a status through the EU settlement scheme 
or through Indefinite Leave to enter/remain). 

 
Required documentation: 

• Proof that the nominated guardian / close relative is either: 
o a British citizen; or 
o settled in the UK (e.g. Indefinite Leave to Remain, Indefinite Leave to Enter, or EU Settled 

Status) 
• Proof of relationship to the child 
• Proof of the guardian’s residential address in the UK 
• Written confirmation that the accommodation is suitable for the child and is arranged on a non-

commercial basis 
• Written consent from the child’s parent(s) for the care arrangement 

3. AEGIS-Accredited Guardianship Organisation 

An accredited agency may act as the nominated guardian. Where a host family has not yet been 
confirmed, UKVI requires the School to obtain organisational compliance documentation. 
Required documentation: 

• Confirmation of the guardianship arrangement with an AEGIS-accredited guardianship 
organisation 
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• The guardian organisation’s full contact details 
• Confirmation that appropriate accommodation and care arrangements are in place for the student 

during term time, half terms, exeats, and holidays as applicable 
• Emergency contact details for the student 
• A copy of the student’s passport identification page 

4. Family Friend or Nominated Individual 

Family friends or nominated individuals may act as guardians only where they meet all UKVI 
safeguarding and care arrangement requirements. UKVI caseworkers have the authority to 
refuse a Child Student visa where a proposed carer poses a safeguarding concern or has a 
relevant criminal conviction. 

 
Required documentation: 

• Evidence that the guardian is either: 
o a British citizen; or 
o settled in the UK (e.g. Indefinite Leave to Remain or EU Settled Status) 

• Proof of the relationship or connection to the family 
• An enhanced DBS/PVG check for the proposed guardian 
• Confirmation that all adults aged 16 or over living in the household have no relevant criminal 

convictions or safeguarding concerns 
• Evidence that the accommodation is suitable for the child and arranged on a private, non-

commercial basis (a home visit may be required) 
• Full contact details for the proposed guardian, including residential address, telephone number, 

and email address 

Letter of Undertaking (LOU)  
 

A UKVI-compliant Letter of Undertaking is required for all guardianship and care 
arrangements, including parents resident in the UK, close relatives, family friends or nominated 
individuals, and AEGIS-accredited guardianship organisations. A template will be provided by 
the School. 

The letter must include: 
• Full contact details and residential address 
• Details of where the child will reside whilst in the UK 
• Confirmation that the accommodation is suitable, private, and arranged on a non-commercial 

basis 
• The relationship between the carer and the child 
• A declaration that no adult member of the household has any relevant criminal convictions or 

safeguarding concerns 
• Signature and date 

 

Guardians Role and Responsibilities 
 

All Nominated Guardians of Milton Abbey School students must agree to: 
 

• Meet the School (via Zoom) within three weeks of term start and establish communication with 
the Housemaster/Housemistress. 
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• Maintain a permanent UK residential address and reside in the UK whilst acting as guardian 
• Be contactable and available to support the student during emergencies. 
• Notify the School when temporarily away from their residence and provide approved alternative 

arrangements. 
• Inform the School immediately if the student’s accommodation changes. 
• Keep all contact details up to date. 
• Assist with (or arrange) transport during holidays and exeats when parents cannot. 
• Provide safe and appropriate accommodation in line with UK safeguarding expectations. 
• Ensure students are never in unsupervised accommodation such as hotels, rented 

apartments, or university halls. 
• Monitor the student’s wellbeing and communicate concerns to the School. 
• Be authorised to act in emergency situations where parental consent is required and parents 

cannot be reached. 
• Provide emergency medical information and assist the School in obtaining medical treatment 

where required. 
• Provide consent for the School to share relevant information with the guardian for safeguarding 

and pastoral purposes. 
• Support the School’s rules, values, and expectations. 

 
Additional Responsibilities for Child Student Visa Guardians 
 
In addition to the above, guardians for Child Student Visa students must: 

 
• Ensure the student lives within one of the six UKVI-permitted living arrangements for Child 

Student visa holders. 
• Complete a Letter of Undertaking confirming all care and accommodation arrangements. 
• Comply with ongoing School verification checks, including potential home visits. 
• Notify the School immediately of any situation that might place the guardian’s suitability in 

question (e.g., safeguarding incidents). 
• Understand that failure to meet these requirements may have implications for the student’s visa 

compliance and the School’s sponsor license duties. 
 

Changes to Guardianship 
 

If a nominated guardian becomes unable to meet their responsibilities, a suitable replacement must be 
appointed without delay, and interim arrangements agreed with the School. 
 

• Fo For Child Student visa pupils, failure to maintain an approved guardianship arrangement may 
result in suspension of the student’s attendance or sponsorship until compliant arrangements are 
in place. 

• The School must be notified in writing by the parents and/or guardian of any change in 
guardianship arrangements as soon as reasonably practicable. 

• The outgoing and incoming guardian must ensure all relevant safeguarding and contact information 
is updated with the School immediately. 
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Milton Abbey School – Nominated Guardian Agreement 
 

Name of Student:   

Date of Birth:   

Nationality: ___________________________________________ 

 

Guardian Appointment Type 

Please tick one: 

☐ Accredited Guardianship Organisation 
☐ Personal Contact / Family Friend / Relative 

If using a Guardianship Agency: 

Name of Agency: ___________________________________________ 

Contact Name (Guardian Representative): ___________________________________________ 
 

Guardian Contact Details 

Residential Address (UK only) 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________ 

Postcode: ___________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number: ___________________________________________ 

Mobile Number: ___________________________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

 
Eligibility Confirmation 
 
(Not required where the guardian is an AEGIS-accredited guardianship organisation) 
 

• Immigration Status 
 

Please confirm: 
☐ British Citizen 
☐ Settled Status (ILR / EU Settled Status) 
Evidence provided: ___________________________________________ 
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• Relationship (if applicable) 

Relationship to Student: ___________________________________________ 

• Household Information 

Please list all individuals aged 16 or over living in the guardian’s household: 

 
Safeguarding Declaration 
 

☐ I confirm that I and all individuals aged 16 or over in my household do not have any relevant criminal 
convictions or safeguarding concerns.  
 

Information Sharing Consent 
 

Please indicate if you consent for the guardian to receive: 
 
☐ Email correspondence from the School 
☐ Access to the Parent Portal 
☐ Copies of School Reports 
 
Declaration 
 
We confirm that the information provided in this agreement is accurate and complete. 
 
We understand that the guardian must meet the School’s safeguarding requirements and that failure to 
maintain an approved guardianship arrangement may impact the student’s ability to remain at the School. 
 
I/We, the parent/s of hereby appoint the 
above to be our son/daughter’s UK Nominated Guardian. 

 

Parent(s) 

Name(s): ___________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________ 

Date: ____ / ____ / ______ 

Name(s): ___________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________ 

Date: ____ / ____ / _______ 
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Guardian 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________ 

Date: ____ / ____ / _______ 
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